
 
 

 
 

 

TORONTO, CANADA:  
TORONTO FOOD POLICY COUNCIL 

 
#foodpolicycouncil #northamerica 

THE ACTION AND ITS AIMS: The Toronto Food Policy Council is a sub-committee of the Toronto Board of Health. It has 
four roles: to advise and support Toronto Public Health in the development of policies and programmes for food security; 
to advocate for innovative food policy programmes; to dialogue with a wide range of city actors on the research, 
promotion, design, implementation, and evaluation of ideas; and to be a reference group for the Toronto Food Strategy. 

WHY IT WAS NEEDED: It was formed in 1991, at a time 
when the idea of preventative public health was gaining 
traction and certain senior officers, including the 
Associate Medical Officer for Health, saw the importance 
of including food in the policy process.  

WHO INITIATED IT, WHO IS INVOLVED: Inspiration came 
from London, United Kingdom, as a result of a study visit 
and talk by the director of the then London Food 
Commission. The Toronto Board of Health approves all of 
the 30 members, which include a ‘citizen-member from 
the Toronto Board of Health; two local government 
employees; three members of the farming community from the surrounding rural area; two young people from the 
Toronto Youth Food Policy Council; and up to 24 residents of Toronto, who serve for three years.  

OUTCOME/HOW IT STRENGTHENED COORDINATION: The Toronto Food Policy Council gives a voice to all food interests 
in the city, across sectors. It successfully advocated the inclusion of food in the 2002 and 2007 city strategies. 
Subsequently, in 2011, the city government adopted the Toronto Food Strategy, which looks to how food can contribute 
to the objectives of all city government departments. 

MORE INFORMATION: 

• Website: Toronto Food Policy Council 
http://tfpc.to  

• Blay-Palmer, A. (2009) “The Canadian Pioneer: ‘The Genesis of Urban Food Policy in Toronto”, International 
Planning Studies, (14:4) p401-416. 
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/13563471003642837  
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