
 
 

 
 

 

ROSARIO, ARGENTINA:  
MUNICIPAL LAND BANK ORDINANCE 

 
#ordinance #landtenure #urbanagriculture #foodproduction #landbank #latinamerica #lowincomegroups 

THE ACTION AND ITS AIMS: Rosario passed an ordinance (No. 6493/03) to create a municipal land bank as a mechanism 
for identifying land that is suitable for urban agriculture and assigning vacant land to for food growing. Urban agriculture 
is also included in Rosario’s Urban Development Plan. The aim is to enable the landless urban poor to grow their own 
food and boost food security.  

WHEN IT WAS INTRODUCED:  The ordinance was introduced in 2003; the Urban Development Plan covered the decade 
from 2007 to 2017.  

WHY IT WAS NEEDED: The actions were necessary 
following Argentina’s economic crisis in 2001 that 
plunged 60% of Rosario’s population into poverty. Food 
growing became a popular way for residents to feed their 
families but many on low incomes lacked access to land. 
At the time, 35% of city-owned land was vacant.  

WHO INITIATED IT, WHO IS INVOLVED: Rosario’s 
Department of Social Promotion (which hosts the Urban 
Agriculture Programme, PAU) initiated a project on 
‘Optimisation of the Use of Vacant Land in Rosario’, in 
cooperation with NGOs Pro Huerta and CEPAR and the 
National University of Rosario. The project led to 
development of the 2003 ordinance and inclusion of 
urban agriculture in the urban development plan; the latter was led by the Secretariat of Municipal Planning, which 
worked with international partners (FAO, IDRC).  

IMPACTS TO DATE: As a result of the municipal urban agriculture programme, in 2013 there were 400 urban gardeners 
in Rosario, and 22 hectares were under production. The total annual production was 95 tonnes of vegetables and 5 tonnes 
of aromatic plants. 

MORE INFORMATION: 

• Charter: The Municipality of Rosario ordinance (No. 6493/03)  
https://ubwp.buffalo.edu/foodlab/wp-content/uploads/sites/68/2017/06/Creation-of-Municipal-Land-Bank-
Rosario-Argentina.pdf 

• Charter: The Municipality of Rosario ordinance (No. 4713) 
http://www.arch.mcgill.ca/prof/bhatt/Rune%27s%20HD/Edible%20landscapes/UMP%20Marielle/Rosario/product
o1.pdf 

 
Citation: This case study version is from the Menu of Actions (2019). Suggested citation: Halliday, J., Platenkamp, L., Nicolarea, Y. 
(2019) A menu of actions to shape urban food environments for improved nutrition, GAIN, MUFPP and RUAF. 
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